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The applicant owns 15.5ha near to Aisholt, and this project is to improve the condition of the woodland at Holly 

Wood, a 3.9ha site within the holding. The applicant’s family works in the forestry industry and the woodland is 

manged mostly by the family. In total on the site native broadleaf woodland extends to 9.4Ha with 1.2Ha of the site 

is designated ancient woodland. There is a more open scrub habitat area that is being overtaken by bracken. The site 

is steeply sloping with a watercourse and road in the bottom. Downstream of the site is Hawkridge Reservoir and the 

site also borders Aisholt Wood, an ancient oak woodland and Somerset Wildlife Trust site. Alongside the invasive 

species control, an area approx. 1ha was felled of conifers approx. 7 years ago and restocked with Ash, alongside 

natural regeneration with Birch, Sycamore and Beech. The Ash planted has since been confirmed as infected with 

Ash die back.  

The project aims to control invasive rhododendron, bracken and Himalayan Balsam that are all present on the site in 

order to protect the site itself and the surrounding woodland from these invasive species. This targets the FiPL 

themes of Place, as the removal of these invasive species reinforces the landscape character and Nature, with the 

existing habitat being better managed. The Himalayan Balsam could threaten the ecosystem further downstream at 

Hawkridge reservoir, due to the nature of seed dispersal and the situation of the woodland.  The diseased Ash trees 

and their guards will be removed and replaced with Sweet Cherry, Silver Birch & Oak. This will improve the 

biodiversity of the woodland, with the inclusion of sweet cherry being a draw for pollinators. The planting of new 

trees will also target the Climate theme, with carbon being stored and the landscape with the addition of new trees 

being more resilient to climate change as the trees will help reduce soil erosion and hold back water.  

The project is multi year, with rhododendron being cut and sprayed and Himalayan Balsam pulled manually. The 

Bracken will be treated chemically as the site is unsuitable for mechanical control, both due to access constraints and 

the steep nature of the slope. 500 trees of oak, silver birch and some wild cherry will be planted and protected. The 

control of the invasive species should allow better establishment of the new treestock.  

 

After the project is complete, there should be a woodland 

demonstrating strong species and structural diversity, with a mosaic 

of habitats around the site, a stream with reduced levels of 

Himalayan Balsam, a glade amongst the scrub at the edge of the 

woodland where the bracken has been managed and a great 

reduction in Rhododendron across the site. This will lead to an 

increase in biodiversity of flora and fauna across the site. In the area 

newly planted there will be an increased number and diversity in 

species of trees.  

 


