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As the outgoing Quantock Hills AONB Manager I wanted to thank you all for the interest and 
support you have given to me and to the team over many years, and to take this opportunity 
to say a brief farewell.

After 4 years as Assistant AONB Warden, 5 years as Warden, 6 years as AONB Officer, and 18
years as AONB Manager (including the development of five 5-year AONB Management Plans) 
it definitely feels like time to hand over the reins to someone younger and fitter.  

When I started in 1989 there were only 2 of us - the Warden (the great Tim Russell) and an 
Assistant Warden (me).  Thirty-three years on I leave a brilliant 12-strong team in the very 
capable hands of Iain Porter, until now our Development Officer, who will be taking over 
from the 1st April 2022.
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Over those 33 years there have been many changes as the AONB designation has gradually received increasing financial 
support (two steps forward, one step back) and the tools to protect and enhance this compact but diverse and beautiful 
landscape. 

Throughout this time perhaps the most important support we have received has been from partner organisations – there 
are so many others but in particular I mention Friends of Quantock, the South-West Heritage Trust, the Forestry 
Commission, the National Trust, the Somerset Wildlife Trust and our Local Authorities (including Somerset County 
Council who ‘host’ us providing all the key business services). 

We have also depended on the support and understanding of the larger private estates (Fairfield, East Quantoxhead, 
Crowcombe and others), our wider farming community and Quantock Commoners (who do a great job managing the 
unenclosed hilltops) and, and of course residents in Quantock villages and settlements who care so deeply for their 
exceptional home ground. My thanks go to all of these groups and organisations, and our deeply knowledgeable Joint 
Advisory Committee Chairman Anthony Trollope-Bellew, plus all those not mentioned who have contributed to 
conserving these hills. Their efforts have ensured the Quantock Hills remain a landscape that Coleridge and Wordsworth, 
should they return after 230 years, would instantly recognise as the place that inspired their most original and important 
work.

We mustn’t be fooled by their size, the Quantock Hills are up there with the Lake District, the  highlands of Scotland, the 
Pembrokeshire Coast and the Mountains of Mourne as a prime example of the British landscape at its most beautiful, and
most vulnerable. Changes and environmental threats already in the pipeline make protecting and enhancing those 
elements we most value in this landscape - the natural beauty, wildlife, history, health-giving tranquillity, and 
wooded/open character – a challenging task over the coming years, and the AONB Team and Partnership will continue to 
work closely with all interested individuals and organisations to keep that very special Quantock character.  

I believe there is no-one who would lead this as well as Iain, his experience, knowledge and approach make him the 
perfect new Quantock Hills AONB Manager and I wish success and the best of luck into the future to him, the AONB 
Team, the QH Joint Advisory Committee and everyone who lives, works or simply enjoys this special gem of the British 
Countryside.

On a personal note I am immeasurably grateful to have spent over half of my life with the extraordinary privilege, 
working with so many impressive people, of helping to look after one of the very finest landscapes in the whole of Britain.
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This blessed plot, this earth, this other Eden, demi-Paradise, this fortress built by Nature for herself. 
Plucked from Richard II with apologies to the author.



Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL) is a grant programme supporting farmers to deliver projects that deliver benefits for 
climate, nature, people and place in AONBs and National Parks in England. 

As we wrap up FiPL’s first year in the Quantock Hills, it’s been really exciting to visit completed projects and reflect with 
applicants, colleagues and panel members on the programme so far. In a whirlwind 6 months, FiPL has allocated more than 
£110,000 to projects on farms across the Quantock Hills; a huge investment in our landscape and farming community.
We have 12 approved projects and have many more in development as we look towards the next 2 years. 

FiPL is supporting a diverse range of land managers in the Quantock Hills, from a small-scale vegetable producer operating a 
local box scheme, to a large arable farmer adopting regenerative agriculture practices, as well as the Quantock Commoners 
Association managing precious upland habitats.

FiPL applicants across the Quantock Hills have planted 420m of hedgerow, laid another 565m, planted 74 orchard trees, 
created 7.8ha of species-rich grassland and 3.3ha of new open access. Work has started on 2 projects restoring historic 
features, and other projects will restore 210m of stone-faced banks and tackle 2.8ha of invasive species. We’ve also 
purchased machinery to deliver important habitat management, reduce soil erosion and minimise fertiliser leaching.
One of our projects is based on a smallholding just on the boundary of the Quantocks SSSI. The farm features several intact 
historic boundaries comprising hedges on stone-faced banks. 

FiPL has supported the restoration and repair of these banks, as well as hedge laying and gapping up.  The holding also 
includes a small traditional orchard, although tithe maps show that the orchard used to be much larger. FiPL has funded the 
planting of new fruit trees over some of this area, as well as restorative pruning in the established orchard. 
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Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL)
Katie Read
Quantock Hills AONB, Landscape Project Officer 

Did you know that the Quantocks has lost roughly 95% of its 
orchards since the tithe maps were produced in around 1840?

With two years remaining in the programme and just under 
£200,000 remaining to allocate, we’re looking forward to 
developing projects that address local priorities and challenges 
for farmers, as well as the national outcomes. 

There’s still plenty of time to apply, so don’t hesitate to get in 
touch if you’ve got a project in mind.

CZRead@somerset.gov.uk 
07977 412249



The sap is rising and Somerset Nature Connections has landed at a new site in perfect time for Spring delights.  Alfoxton Park 
in Holford was once home to William Wordsworth and his sister, Dorothy.  It includes 52 acres of ancient woodland, an 
incredible array of fungi and wildlife, and now offers a  wonderful base for nature connection in the Quantock Hills AONB.  
Alfoxton Park was purchased by the Triratna Buddhist Community in 2020.  Their team is busy working on the house to 
create a retreat centre and we are grateful to the community for extending such a warm welcome to us.  
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Somerset Nature Connections Project
Joanna Hicks
Somerset Nature Connections Project Officer 

Our Somerset Nature Connections Programme sessions at Alfoxton 
kicked off with a bang and a shake with a drumming session. 

We loved the variety of sounds and instruments, which included a 
wooden frog who in turn sparked ideas for learning more about our 
hoppy green friends. 

Tree planting was a 
highlight in January, with 
several of the participants 
planting their first ever 
trees.  

We planted the final tree 
of the day together -  
wishing it good growth 
and long life and signing 
our names on the tree 
guard.

Participants have spoken, and written, of the positivity and joy the sessions bring.  Some have been inspired to write their 
own poems, this one below, by Juliet Howes following a walk at Great Wood in early 2022:

Reflections from the falling rain, sitting sparkling like diamonds on untrodden grass.
The splashing boots in puddles, not by children yes by young at heart.

The meeting of like minds across a picnic bench.
All chatting perched on logs, once mighty trees that almost touched the sky.

One day! at great wood.
Now will live within my heart.
Day One of life's next chapter,

How exciting now, to finally make a start...



Participants can self-refer or be referred by other organisations.  For more information please see the website at:
https://www.somersetwildlife.org/wildlife/nature-wellbeing/somerset-nature-connections
Or contact Joanna on 07894 960819/ snc@somersetwidlife.org
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Exploring textures and perspectives during a  Spring 
photography workshop with Jon Barrett, QLPS.

We have also been fortunate to work alongside colleagues at the Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme.  A recent 
photography session was a huge hit and the group quickly became absorbed in the wonders of nature viewed through a new 
lens. Hundreds of images were captured, with rich textures and colours. 

Judas Ear - Auricularia auricula-judae.
Photo credit: Di Palmer

Somerset Nature Connections is a collaborative project between the Quantock Hills AONB, Blackdown Hills AONB and 
Mendip Hills AONB and Somerset Wildlife Trust.

The Project seeks to enhance nature connection for participants who experience, or are at risk of experiencing, mental 
health and wellbeing issues. The sessions are structured using a model developed by the University of Derby, focussing on 5 
key pathways: Contact, Beauty, Emotion, Compassion and Meaning. 
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Levels Up - Increasing nature's resilience
Iain Porter, Development Officer
Andy Stevenson, Ranger

As reported in our last newsletter, the Quantock Hills AONB has delivered 3 projects through the Levels Up partnership 
project, with a fourth being led by Stowey Green Spaces Group. All projects aimed to enhance priority habitat as well as 
deliver opportunities for volunteers and other groups. 

SAC Woodland – Holly thinning. 
The combes of Bincombe, Holford Combe and Hodders Combe, are designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) for 
the type of mixed oak woodland. This means they are internationally important. An issue that has been affecting the 
woodlands is the dominance of holly, which is supressing the oak and other species. To improve the condition of these 
woods holly was thinned across 15Ha. 

Cothelstone Hill – Just over 1Ha of woodland on Cothelstone Hill has been felled and replanted. One area was dominated by 
ash trees, which are showing significant effects of Ash Dieback. Another area was dominated by beech and sycamore trees 
that were shading out the woodland floor, meaning important woodland flowers were no longer able to grow. All these areas 
have been replanted with a mix of native trees, including fruit trees, which will increase the woodland resilience to climate 
change and tree pest and diseases. In addition 1.8Ha of new woodland has been planted to join existing woodland blocks. 
Nearly 6,000 trees have been planted this winter with volunteers from Young Somerset, the two new Young Rangers groups, 
Queens’ College, the Volunteer Rangers, Quantock Conservation Volunteers, Green Days, the Working Well group, Wessex 
Water and the Estates Team all helping out.

The new woodland planting has also been put forward as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy to mark the Platinum Jubilee. 
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Government’s response to the Landscape Review
After 3 years the Government has responded to the Landscape Review, often referred to as the Glover Review. The review 
looked at the place of protected landscapes (National Parks and AONBs) and what they needed to be able to deliver the 
priorities in terms of nature recovery, climate change and for communities and society.  A copy of the review can be seen 
here - DEFRA - Landscapes Review - Final Report 2019 (publishing.service.gov.uk)-  You can read the response to the 
review here - Landscapes review (National Parks and AONBs): government response - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

The Quantock Hills AONB Partnership considered the response and welcomed the challenge to do more. We welcomed the 
proposals for strengthening not only the role of AONBs but also the purposes and governance making us more accountable. 

To see a copy of the AONB Partnerships response visit: https://www.quantockhills.com/consultations
The consultation on the Government’s response closes on 9th April 2022 Landscapes review (National Parks and AONBs):
implementing the review - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and we encourage local communities and those who access AONBs to 
submit their own response. 

New Equipment – better for the environment, better for the Rangers
Thanks to a Defra grant the AONB Service has recently changed from petrol power tools to electric. With significant 
improvements in terms of power, reliability and battery life electric power tools, such as brushcutters and chainsaws, are 
preferred due to being much quieter and producing less emissions. 

They are also better for our Rangers as they produce less vibrations and are lighter to carry and operate. 

The final project led and delivered 
by Stowey Green Spaces Group was 
the felling and removal of Sitka 
Spruce from Stowey Woods. The 
trees were felled to allow more 
space for the native tree species to 
grow. Due to the inaccessible 
location of the trees SGSG used 
Rowan Working Horses to extract 
the timber. The horse logging team 
were a huge success and created the 
ideal opportunity to engage the local 
community with woodland 
management and the future of 
Stowey Woods. 

In other news...

Acidic mires – There are 16Ha of acidic mires on Quantock Common. These 
areas, while small, are incredibly important due to their plants and flowers. 
On 2 mires areas the project removed tree and scrub, which can shade and 
dry out the mires, especially in the summer. Another element of this project 
was the training of volunteers in mire plant ID which will allow the mires to 
be surveyed in future years. 
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Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme Update
Bill Jenman
Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme Manager

We had an unexpected last minute Christmas present; our legal permission (s38, Commons Act 2006) for a shallow ditch and 
bank along the Crowcombe to Stowey road, to stop illegal parking on the Common, came through on 22nd December. 

At Broomfield Common the stumps from last 
Autumn’s felling were ground out ready for mowing 
in summer.  We also had a successful tree planting 
day, planting another 400 trees and shrubs in areas 
affected by ash die back. 

At the time of writing our planning application for the 
replacement car park has not yet been determined, as there are a 
few drainage queries we’re in the process of resolving, but 
hopefully that will be settled soon.  

Then we move on to the application to divert the footpath… we’ll 
get there in the end. 

Off road parking here has got worse and worse in recent years, 
tearing up the ground, damaging the turf and leaving an unsightly 
mess. Friends of Quantock, who own the land, are building a 20cm 
deep ditch and 10cm high bank, just enough to deter illegal 
parking, along 350m of highway verge that is vulnerable. 

Meantime our events and activities have continued 
over winter occasionally interrupted by Covid and 
storms, as we prepare for another busy spring and 
summer season. 

The Young Rangers project, run for us by Young 
Somerset, is up and running  – Verity Jones, late of 
this parish, moved on to Young Somerset to run this 
project amongst other duties. 
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QLPS Photo Walks
Jon Barrett
Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme, Community Engagement & Volunteering Officer

Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme (QLPS) run a series of monthly Photo Walks introducing people to different areas 
of the Quantocks and its surrounding parishes. 

These walks are open to anyone, and we aim to explore a wide range of areas, sometimes on the hills, but often beginning or 
ending in local villages.  We aim to make these walks as accessible as possible, nothing too challenging, but with the added 
value of exploring somewhere new, or with a spectacular view.  A great example of this is our recent Photo Walk to Halswell 
House in Goathurst. 

One of our next walks at Halswell House will be part of the Quantock Walking Festival on Sunday 12th June.  However, there 
will be plenty more Photo Walks to enjoy before then, so if you’re interested in joining these walks and would like to be part 
of the trips to Halswell, or just be part of this friendly group, please email Jon Barrett at jlbarrett@somerset.gov.uk or check 
out the QLPS Facebook page for regular updates: www.facebook.com/quantock.lps.

Across the year, led by Quantock Hills AONB volunteer, 
Antony Jones, we will be returning to Halswell House and 
viewing the grounds across the seasons.  As it’s rarely open to 
the public, you get the chance to see the renovations taking 
place and explore magical Mill Wood.  It’s a superb location for 
taking photographs, and we’re even able to enjoy a cup of tea 
within the main rooms afterwards. 

The hope is that we will build a collection of photographs, 
taken from participants’ cameraphones or digital cameras, 
across the changing seasons, so that we have a record of the 
beautiful landscape of Halswell and Mill Wood unfolding over 
the year.

If you’re interested in leading one of these walks, and sharing your favourite route with others, then please get in touch!

The QLPS photo competition deadline is at the end of the month.  So, get your entries in soon! 



 Closing date for 

competition entries is

 31st
 March 2022
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Get Involved...

For more information or to book 
a place on our Spring on the 

Quantocks guided walk 
visit our website at:

 
https://www.quantockhills.com/ 

event-details/spring-on-the- 
quantocks-guided-walk



www.quantockhills.com

facebook.com/quantock.hills

twitter.com/Quantockhills

instagram.com/quantockhills

quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk

www.youtube.com/quantockhillsaonb

www.qlps.org

facebook.com/quantock.lps

twitter.com/quantocklps

instagram.com/quantocklps 

qlps@somerset.gov.uk

www.youtube.com/quantocklandscapepartnershipscheme
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