
The Quantock Hills AONB Service in collaboration with Exmoor National Park
Authority will be engaging farmers and landowners to increase knowledge of
the changes to the agricultural payment systems. The funding for the project
has come from Defra and aims to increase awareness of the Agricultural
Transition Plan, Countryside Stewardship and the future of Environmental
Land Management. We have commissioned FWAG-SW and the Exmoor Hill
Farming Network to deliver a series of farmer engagement workshops.
Between now and March 2021 a series of online workshops will be delivered to
raise awareness of the agricultural transition plan,  new Environmental Land
Management (E.L.M) and encourage Countryside Stewardship as a way of
supporting farm incomes through the provision of public goods.

The programme will include workshops around the launch of the 2021
Countryside Stewardship application window which is expected in February.
There will be a number of changes to the scheme including the launch of a new
capital grant scheme to replace the Hedgerow and Boundary Grant and
also changes to the scheme structure and options. 
If you have previously be in an Environmental Stewardship agreement and not
entered Countryside Stewardship these changes are a good opportunity to
reassess your options, also for those in Countryside Stewardship with an
expiring agreement you can explore the benefits of extending your existing
agreement or entering a new application.
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The Somerset Nature Connections Project is now well underway, and the 
three Project Officers who will be working across the three Somerset AONBs 
have been recruited.  The officers covering the Quantock and Blackdown Hills 
AONBs will be myself, and Hermione Toulson, who will be joining the team in mid-February. Before
becoming one of the Project Officers, 
I worked for Somerset Wildlife Trust for the last six years in both practical habitat management roles and
engagement work and I am really looking forward to continuing to work across such beautiful landscapes.
Despite the complications Covid 19 has added to starting a new Project, one thing I have been able to get
started on is a Twitter campaign called #WildAboutWinter. The campaign is focused on encouraging
everyone to continue to connect with nature through the colder months to benefit our physical and mental
health at a time when we perhaps need it most.  The activities are based on the New Economics
Foundations Five Ways to Wellbeing which are; give, learn, take notice, connect and be active and are
designed to be fairly simple and cheap/free to do. Some examples are things like; try to draw a natural
object up close, have a go at writing a nature-based poem and put a bird feeder up in your garden to allow
you to enjoy the birds. 
If you would like to get involved in the campaign, please give our twitter page @SNatureConnect a follow.
Over the next month or so the project officers will be finalising the plans for the first phase of direct work.
We will soon be taking referrals from health professionals and self-referrals for our first blocks of weekly
Nature Connections sessions which will be based at 3 locations across the county.  These sessions will be
designed for those who have lived experience of mental health issues and who would enjoy connecting
with nature in order to manage their own health and wellbeing. For more information about the project
email us at snc@somersetwildlife.org or have a look at out project page on www.somersetwildlife.org.

Between various Covid restrictions we had a flurry of 
volunteer activity both online and in person during 
December. We had a number of online talks to keep 
volunteers entertained  on the long winter evenings 
(and days) which were hosted by  an assortment of 
partners such as Mendip and Blackdowns AONBs and 
Somerset Wildlife Trust. These included a few from
 our very own Iain Porter and Jon Barrett and also 
project introductions from Somerset’s Brilliant Coast 
and Saving Devon’s Treescapes. 

 

These workshops will be delivered by local FWAG officers. There will be an opportunity to feedback and
discuss collaborate working going forward. We endeavour to hold the first workshop on ‘ Agricultural
Transition ‘ in the forthcoming weeks. This event will be open to all land owners and managers from
Exmoor, Quantocks Hills and surrounding West Somerset Vale areas.

If you would like to get involved please get in touch with Iain on iporter@somerset.gov.uk 
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In addition, there were a several practical activity groups running at Cothelstone Hill which was a
great opportunity to blast away some of the cobwebs that had accumulated and get some greatly
valued jobs done.  Volunteer rangers and Working Well Group undertook woodland management
work; the Conservation Volunteers cut and cleared gorse from the grassland areas and tree saplings
were planted to replace the ash recently removed from the roadside. For the time being all
volunteering with the AONB is suspended, unless the group is a support group and runs for the health
of the members, but we look forward to seeing you all again at some point. In the meantime don’t miss
the following talks coming up:

19th January, 16.00-17.00 - Bumblebee Conservation Trust
Ana from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust shares the story of the Shrill Carder Bee and some
interesting facts about bumblebees and how you can get involved in recording these charismatic
insects. Email volunteering@somersetwildlife.org to book on.

20th January, 18.30-19.30- Beavers on the Blackdown Hills AONB
A talk from Jake Chant - the Beaver Field Officer for Devon Wildlife Trust about the history of the
beavers in the Devon catchment and how we can learn to live with them after
a 400 year absence Jake monitors the beavers across the River Otter catchment and works with
landowners to manage the impacts of beavers as and when it’s necessary to do so. 
Sign up at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/131838493483

The last year has not gone to plan for anyone but one of the good things to come out of the situation is

that more people have discovered the benefits of getting outdoors into the countryside. The Quantock

Hills, as I’m sure you’ll agree, is the perfect place to do this and we’ve seen a huge increase in all types

of users. With this increase comes more pressure and interactions between users’ groups and the

AONB Service is working hard to resolve this the best we can. One of the biggest issues we’ve seen is

with dog walkers and dog behaviour. Recently we’ve had reports from the Commoners (people whose

livestock help graze the Common) that they have several sheep attacks which have led to dead

livestock. Although your dog loves being outside and is excited by the smells and sights it's important

that they (and you) behave properly.

Please follow these 3 easy rules when walking your dog on the

Quantocks:

1. Every dog should be under control. If you can’t trust your dog put 

them on a short lead.

2. Not everyone likes dogs (including other dogs) so please keep them 

under control or on a short lead. 

3. Livestock can be easily spooked. Give them space when you and your 

dog are nearby. Please remember these sheep are someone's livelihood.

Thank you for your support.
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Fetch... the lead before you head to the Hills
By Owen Jones 
Quantock Hills AONB & Forestry Commission Ranger 



1) Which Quantock village name means “paved way”
and refers to the Ango-Saxon military road that ran
from the Somerset Levels and across the Quantock
Hills?
a.     Bicknoller
b.     West Bagborough
c.     Nether Stowey
 
2) Aisholt is one of the few ‘Thankful Villages’ of
Somerset, but what does ‘Thankful Village’ mean?
a. A village that suffered no fatalities during the Great
War of 1914-18.
b. A village that suffered no fatalities during the
great plague of 1665-66
c. A village who’s priory was able to retain its
assets and income during the dissolution of the
monasteries during 1536 – 1541.
 
3) Which Quantock village is thought to originate from
the name of a Dane who settled in the area in the 9th
Century?
a.      Aisholt
b.      Spaxton
c.      West Monkton
 
4) Which Quantock village had its impressive deer
bridge demolished in the 1940’s to allow taller buses to
use the road?
a.      West Bagborough
b.      West Quantoxhead
c.      West Monkton
 
5) Which Quantock village has a 4th century Roman
coin hoard named after it?
a.      West Bagborough
b.      West Quantoxhead
c.      Kingston St Mary

6) Which Quantock village’s name means Duck marsh?
a.      Aisholt
b.      Spaxton
c.      Enmore

7) Which Quantock village can claim to have hosted
The Beatles filming ‘A hard day’s night’?
a.      Crowcombe
b.      Bishops Lydeard
c.      Bicknoller

8) Which village derives part of its name from the
Latin for ‘barge’?
a.      West Bagborough
b.      North Petherton
c.      Combe Florey
 
9) Which Quantock village was the location of a
World War II prisoner of war camp?
a.      Bishops Lydeard
b.      Broomfield
c.      Goathurst
 
10) Which Quantock village’s name is thought to have
derived in part from Anglo-Saxon for alder tree?
a.      Bicknoller
b.      Durleigh
c.      Thurloxton
 

Quantock Quiz - Marvellous Villages
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The LPS team have mostly been looking forward to next spring, especially since the new lockdown hit.
Dan, Jon, and myself have also put ourselves forward for redeployment to help with the vaccine roll out
and testing, and we’ve all started spending some time on this although the need for our services has been
quite irregular so far. Apart from being a good thing in itself, this also saves salary budget for later in the
project when we can deliver more with our time.  
 
Simon, the Natural Heritage Officer,  left us just before Christmas to take up a role with Natural England
that he applied for before the LPS but which took a long time to come through. We wish him well and may
see him again in his new role as NE Conservation Advisor soon…  We’re not going to rush to replace him
until the dust settles a bit on the current Covid situation, but the sketch plan is to have someone new in 
 post by the Spring half term. We are taking the opportunity to rejig the job description a bit to emphasise
leading family and public events and activities, as HMRC regulations are making it increasingly hard to
hire in self-employed specialists on a day rate for this.  We’ll also be making the role full time.
 
The LPS will keep ticking over during the coming weeks, but we’ll make sure we can return with an action
packed summer once restrictions are eased and we’re all back working on the project full time again.
Meantime do check out our website, qlps.org, and boost its Google ratings!

Whether you realise it or not woodlands in the UK have been managed at one time 
or another, some more intensively than others.  Obvious woodland management
 is commonly seen on Forestry England land where timber production is the main
 aim.  Many of the mature woodlands with ancient trees in were once a hive of 
activity with woodland workers coppicing (a technique described in a previous
 Newsletter), felling trees and processing the wood into charcoal, tool handles and 
thatching spars. 

Sadly some of the woodland in the UK has been lost, due to development or has been under or over
managed.  There could be a danger that where woodland is managed intensively or where there is public
access the site is kept too tidy without areas of scrubby bramble and thicket for animals to hide in or
deadwood to be left lying on the ground. It has been estimated by Forest Research that up to a fifth of
woodland species depend on dead or dying trees for all or part of their life cycle, and many of these
species are rare or threatened. 

The woodland at Cothelstone Hill is undergoing an increase in management by reintroducing the
coppicing coupes and thinning out some of the dense single species blocks, as well as the vital felling of the
ash trees with ash dieback.  A proportion of the ash trees have been left in long lengths on the ground to
break down and return nutrients back into the soil.  Where it is safe to do so we are also creating some
standing deadwood for the numerous bat species on site; species such as the noctule and serotine favour
this habitat. 

The photo shows the strange looking impact of ring barking which is a method used to create standing
dead wood.  Essentially we cut a section out of the growing tissue of the tree preventing water and
nutrients from travelling to the upper parts of the tree and its leaves.  There is some debate as to how big a
section to remove, when the best time of the year to carry out the work is and whether some tree species
react differently.  As a result we are trialling areas of ring barked trees using different methods.
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Perhaps one of the most exciting historic heritage projects that the QLPS is undertaking is a LiDAR survey of

the entire LPS area as part of our ’Understanding the Landscape’ project.  LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging)

is a remote sensing technique which uses laser scanners, mounted on an aircraft, to produce high-resolution

landscape surveys. The scanners emit many hundreds of pulses per second and measure how long it takes the

reflections of these pulses to return. These measurements are then processed, to provide accurate

measurements of the ground surface which are in turn used to create detailed 3D maps known as Digital

Terrain Models.

The great advantage of LiDAR data to archaeological work is that, unlike conventional aerial or satellite

imagery, LiDAR data can be processed in various ways. For example, simulated light can be cast across the

digital landscape to create shadow effects from various directions. These ‘hillshades’ can help to reveal

archaeological earthworks which may be indiscernible on the ground or to aerial photography. Perhaps most

excitingly, LiDAR allows the effective ‘removal’ of tree cover, allowing us the potential to identify

archaeological sites and features previously hidden beneath the canopy, as well as helping to

more fully understand existing ones. 

The Quantock LiDAR Survey is being undertaken by Bluesky

International who have a great experience generating LiDAR surveys for many archaeological and heritage

projects with clients including The National Trust, Peak District National Park Authority, Kent Downs AONB,

the Forestry Commission, and Natural Resources Wales. Bluesky also undertook, a LiDAR survey of locations

on the Blackdown Hills as part of Historic England’s National Mapping Programme. Amongst other things, the

Blackdowns survey revealed a ‘lost’ Neolithic interior causeway at Hembury Hillfort; new features at

Dunkeswell Abbey and the presence of small motte and bailey castles at Buckerell and Bushy Knap. 

LiDAR’s ability to reveal subtle earthwork features also helped greatly increase understanding of the influence

of medieval and post-medieval farming and industry on the landscape character of the Blackdown Hills.

The Quantock survey has been conducted at a higher resolution than the Blackdowns survey (25cm rather

than 50cm) so we are very excited to begin the process of interpreting the results. The aerial survey was

completed shortly before Christmas. Bluesky are now beginning the process of converting the raw data they

have collected into useable images. Hopefully, it will only be a matter of weeks until we will be able to start

interrogating and interpreting what will be a hugely valuable new resource for understanding the history,

heritage and archaeology of the Quantocks. At that stage, we will be in need of volunteers who are

interested in receiving training in LiDAR interpretation and helping to identify potential archaeological

features. One of the great benefits of this is that, at a time when so many of our plans have been put on hold

due to Covid restrictions, this work will be able to be undertaken remotely. At a later date, we will also need

volunteers to ‘ground-truth’ our findings, out in the field.  

The LiDAR survey and its interpretation underpins much of the historic heritage work that the QLPS will be

undertaking in the coming years. If you are interested in getting involved in this project, please do get in

touch.
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