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Agenda
Item No.

AGENDA

Apologies for Absence

Declarations of Interest — an opportunity for members of the JAC to declare
any personal or prejudicial interests in any matter being considered at this
meeting.

Accuracy of the Minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2009
(copy appended ) and to consider any matters arising.

Public Question Time — The Chairman will allow members of the public to ask
guestions or make statements about any matter on the agenda for this meeting,
or present a petition on any matter within the Committee’s remit.

Report of the AONB Manager ( Paper A —attached).

Report of the Development Officer ( Paper B —attach  ed)
Sustainable Development Fund Report ( Paper C —att  ached)
Planning Report ( Paper D —attached)

Any Other Business of Urgency.

Note : Further information about any of the reports for this meeting may be
obtained from the report authors based at the Quantock Hills AONB Service,
The Quantock Office, Fyne Court, Broomfield, Bridgwater, TA5 2EQ. Tel No
01823 451884 or e-mail : guantockhills@somerset.gov.uk




THE MEETING — GUIDANCE NOTES

1. Inspection of Papers

Any person wishing to inspect Minutes, reports, or the background papers for any item on
the agenda should contact Norman Tottle — tel: (01823) 355571, fax (01823) 355529 or
email. natottle@somerset.gov.uk

2. Notes of the Meeting

Details of the issues discussed and decisions taken at the meeting will be set out in the
Minutes, which the Committee will be asked to approve as a correct record at its next
meeting. In the meantime, details of the decisions taken can be obtained from Norman
Tottle — tel: (01823) 355571, fax (01823) 355529 or email natottle@somerset.gov.uk

3. Public Question Time
At the Chairman’s invitation you may ask questions and/or make statements or comments
about any matter on the Committee’s agenda . You may also present a petition on any

matter within the Committee’s remit. The length of public question time will be no
more than 20 minutes in total

A slot for Public Question Time is set aside near the beginning of the meeting, after the
minutes of the previous meeting have been signed. If you wish to speak, please tell
Norman Tottle, the Committee Administrator, before the meeting .

You must direct your questions and comments through the Chairman. You may not take
direct part in the debate.

The Chairman will decide when public participation is to finish.

If there are many people present at the meeting for one particular item, the Chairman may
adjourn the meeting to allow views to be expressed more freely.

If an item on the agenda is contentious, with a large number of people attending the
meeting, a representative should be nominated to present the views of a group.

An issue will not be deferred just because you cannot be present for the meeting.

Remember that the amount of time you speak will be restricted, normally to two
minutes only.

4. Substitutions

Committee members are able to appoint substitutes if they are unable to attend the
meeting.
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(20 February 2009)
QUANTOCK HILLS JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES of a meeting of the Quantock Hills Joint Advisory Committee held in the Long Room,
Halsway Manor, Crowcombe on Friday 20 February 2009 at 2.15pm.

Present
Somerset County Council Mr A H Trollope-Bellew ( Chairman )
Mr R Tully
Brig C Wolverson
Sedgemoor District Council Mr D W Joslin
Taunton Deane Borough Council Mr N Stuart-Thorn

Dr C J W Guerrier

West Somerset Council Mr C Morgan ( Vice-Chairman)
Mr T Taylor
Parish Representatives Mr T Ayre

Mr J Edwards
Mr S Parkman
Mr A Rich ( Sub for Mrs C Parsons)

Forestry Commission Mr N Salter
CLBA Mr H Warmington
Friends of Quantock Mrs L Kelly
Somerset Local Access Forum Mr R Conway

Also Present

Mr B James ( SCC), Mr P Hall ( Broomfield PC), Mr J Clarke ( Kingston St Mary PC), Dr P
Radford ( Somerset Archaeological & Natural History Society).

Apologies were received from, Mr A Bradford (SDC), Mr J Swayne (SDC), Mr H Davies (WSC),
Mr S Marston ( English Nature), Mrs D Salvidge (QCA), Mrs C Parsons ( Nether Stowey PC),
Mrs J Sansom (WQPC), Mr R Ford ( Forestry Commission), Ms J Burton ( SDC- Officer), Ms A
Lamplough ( WSC- Officer), Mr J Luttrell, Mrs M White and Mr D Gibson.

MR MAL TREHARNE



123. Members of the JAC stood in silence in tribute to Mr Mal Treharne, a former Chairman of
the JAC, who had died recently.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
124. All LA elected members of the JAC declared a personal interest in the item on

finance contained in the AONB Manager’'s Report where financial contributions by Local
Authorities were discussed.

MINUTES

125. (1) The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 November 2008 were taken as read
and signed as a correct record.

Matters arising

Minute 116 (2) — Quantock Hills Tick Project

(2) Mr Morgan, referred to advice available at Nether Stowey Health Centre concerning
ticks, which seemed to contradict the advice given to the JAC by Professor Brown last year.
He felt that there needed to be clarity in the advice given to members of the public about the
tick problem. lain Porter responded and said there would be a press release issued in March,
the contents of which would be the subject of consultation with the Somerset PCT.

Minute 116 (3) — Rights of Way- Restricted Byways

(3) It was reported that the Trail Riders Fellowship had appealed in respect of their
applications for upgrading of paths to BOATS but that these appeals had been rejected. It
was understood that more appeals had now been submitted.

Minute 117 — Response to letter from Mr John Lawren  ce-Mills

(4) 1t was confirmed that a written response had been sent to Mr John Lawrence—Mills to
his letter about highway safety management issues.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

126. (1) Mr Peter Hall, Chairman of Broomfield Parish Council, spoke concerning
illegal use of restricted byways in the Parish mainly by trail bikes on the byways leading off
Buncombe Hill. There is concern that members of the public have been attempting to



challenge the culprits without knowing their legal rights and potentially putting themselves at
risk. There was a feeling that a successful prosecution may act as a deterrent to others
together with some joint patrols by Rights of Way officers, the Rangers and the Police. Mr
Hall also asked whether more prominent “no motor vehicle “ signs might also be appropriate.

(2) Mr Barry James, Group Manager, Environmental Management, Somerset County
Council, responded to the points raised by Mr Hall. A paper about Enforcement on Restricted
Byways prepared by Denise Chandler, Rights of Way Group, Somerset County Council, had
been circulated to JAC members at the start of the meeting and a copy of this paper is
appended to these Minutes as Appendix A. Mr James summarised the main points contained
in the paper in that a partnership approach was the best solution to the problems of
unauthorised vehicle use due to difficulties in containing and controlling the problem and
police resources. There was some doubt that putting more signs up would solve the problem
of illegal use. Tim Russell also contributed to the debate indicating that the Rangers do take
the problem seriously and is a high priority on the patrolling agenda — some joint patrols do
already take place although mainly in the SSSI area. It was agreed that the paper on
Enforcement of Restricted Byways would be appended to the Minutes of this meeting for
distribution to Parish Council's and the wider AONB Partnership.

REPORT OF THE AONB MANAGER

127. (1) The Report of the AONB Manager was received and considered by the JAC.
The report contained items on the Management Plan Review, Officers Working Group and
Finance, Partners Satisfaction Survey and the AONB Service Staffing and Structure.

Management Plan Review

(2) The JAC noted that the Management Plan was now in its final stage of design and
publishing and is in the process of formal adoption by the Local Authority partners. The JAC
agreed to support the Management Plan delivery processes described in Section 1 of the
report.

OWG and Finance

(3) It was noted that that the funding contributions for 2009/10 from Taunton Deane and
Sedgemoor would be reduced to £16,500 and £17,500 respectively and members discussed
the budgetary problems the Districts were experiencing following the government RSG
settlements. The new draft Memorandum of Understanding was attached to the report as an
Appendix and it was hoped that all Authorities would sign up to this by the end of March. The
JAC agreed to endorse the OWG actions described in Section 2 of the report.

AONB Staffing and Structure



(4) Mr Warmington asked about the areas of work likely to be affected by the loss of the
Ranger post and Chris Edwards explained that the Service would have to cut its cloth
according to the resources available whilst still achieving the aims of the new Management
Plan. The Chairman commented that in his experience the Quantock AONB Service was
unique in its structure and that other AONBSs were not set up in the same way.

(5) The remaining items in the report were noted.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY UNDER THE INTERREG IV PROGRAMME

128. The JAC noted a report by the Development Officer concerning AONB Service
involvement in relation to a cross —channel project bid under the INTERREG IV programme.
The Quantock Hills AONB is looking to engage directly with one of the four sub-projects — the
project concerning woodland management for woodfuel. The funding bid is being submitted
to the European Secretariat on 3 March.

RANGERS’ REPORT JULY 08 - FEBRUARY 09

129. (1) The JAC considered the Ranger’s report for the period July 2008 to February
2009 concerning Access management, Habitat management, Events management,
Volunteers and the Rangers work schedule.

(2) Tim Russell gave a presentation using photographs which illustrated many facets of
the Rangers’ work during this period. Nick Salter drew the JAC’s attention to the potential
spread of a strain of phytophera which affects Rhododendron, Whortleberry, moving across
the SW from Cornwall spread by airborne spores. Members also commented that during the
recent winter snowfall the 4X4 vehicles had shown their worth and that this had to be taken
into account during the next vehicle review.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

130. Mr Ayre asked if any results/conclusions available on the highway bleepers
project that had been ongoing for about 12 months. Holford PC had asked the question. The
Chairman said that he would e-mail Larry Burrows in Highways and find out. Tim Russell
drew the JAC’s attention to the usual Notices that would be erected during the lambing, deer
calving and bird nesting season for the benefit of dog walkers.

( The meeting closed at 4.20 pm)

CHAIRMAN



Qhjac.mins.20 February 2008

Quantock Hills JAC Paper A
24th April 2009

REPORT OF THE AONB MANAGER

1 Management Plan Review

1.1 | am pleased to report that the Quantock Hills AONB Management Plan
2009 — 14, after being endorsed by the JAC, has been adopted by those
core partners with statutory responsibilities under the CRoW Act 2000
(Somerset County Council, West Somerset Council, Taunton Deane
Borough Council and Sedgemoor District Council). Natural England has
formally accepted the plan, and provided comments on examples of best
practice in the plan and aspects that could have been further improved.
These comments will inform both the implementation of the plan and the
next review.

1.2 Natural England’s letter of acceptance to the JAC Chairman is attached
as Appendix A and includes the following:

Natural England recognises that the production of t his final draft
represents the culmination of significant effort on behalf of the
AONB Service, Management Plan Review Group and Join  t Advisory
Committee.

We congratulate you for this huge effort, and the significant
contribution it makes to the national process of pl acing more than
15 per cent of the land area of England and 37% of  the South West
region under the protection of statutory AONB Manag ement Plans.

1.3 | hope to be able to bring hard copies of the published plan to the
meeting, as a reprint is currently being produced in response to some
printer errors identified in the first print run. The comparatively small
number of printed plans will be distributed to our wider partnership and
project partners. The new plan is now available on our website
(www.quantockhills.com) in a highly accessible book format which allows
the document to be seen as it was designed to be.

1.4 Once consultations are complete the Delivery Plan will be published
showing timescales, targets and partnership roles for the delivery of
Management Plan Action Points. Work on a Management Plan
broadsheet to be widely available will begin later in the year.

2 Officers Working Group and Finance



2.1 At the Officers Working Group(OWG) meeting on the 3rd April items

addressed included the appointment of a group Chairman for a 12 month
period (Steve Marston of Natural England appointed), terms of reference
for the OWG, core funding contributions and the new Memorandum of
Understanding for core funding partners. The JAC Chairman attended as
JAC representative.

Key Action Points from the meeting were:

2.2

2.2

0 AONB Manager to contact SCC acoustics specialist for opinion on Fyne Court hall.

0 AONB Manager to produce revised draft Terms of Reference for approval by OWG
members at next OWG meeting to incorporate amendments as discussed.

0 Suggestion to tie MoU signing ceremony with Helen Phillips visit 24 or 25 June.
Natural England to try to secure visit for 25™.when JAC Chairman is available.

o Natural England to advise AONB Manager on national policy on inflationary
increases.

o Natural England to advise AONB Manager on any further changes to national
wording on redundancy measures.

Amendments to the draft Memorandum of Understanding agreed at the
meeting are being drawn up, however Natural England’'s wider
consultations with AONBs nationally may slow progress on agreeing the
final document. A potential visit to the Quantocks from Helen Phillips,
Natural England’s Chief Executive, on either the 24™ or the 25" of June
may be an opportunity for a ceremonial signing if the document is agreed
by then.

Final core funding contributions for this financial year were confirmed at
this meeting: TDBC contribution confirmed at £16,000 (a reduction of
£5,500), WSC confirmed at full contribution of £21,500, SDC contribution
£17,554 (same as previous year). Discussion on prospects for 2010/11
and beyond indicated that TDBC would be unlikely to return to full
funding of £21,500 and SDC would struggle to do so as they have to
make significant further savings over the coming 12 months. WSC will
maintain full contribution for the coming 2 years and would be contacting
the partner DCs at a senior level to encourage reinstatement of full
contributions. It is essential to the AONB Service that these contributions
are reinstated, if not increased, and a strong case will need to be made
on behalf of the JAC in good time for the next funding round. While it is
important to maintain the concrete statutory, service delivery and
financial leverage arguments for these contributions it may be
appropriate to promote the fundamental position of taking pride in and
responsibility for looking after this nationally important “jewel in the
landscape”. It may be that the disproportionate negative impact on this
service of a loss of four or five thousand pounds compared to the



limited positive impact to a Local Authority of this level of saving also
needs to be raised.

3 AONB Service

3.1

3.2

3.2

3.3

We are pleased to welcome back from maternity leave our Landscape
Planning Officer, Emma-Jane Preece. She has hit the ground running
and the work she is undertaking is described in the planning report
forming part of the papers for this meeting.

The Spring Update was included with your papers for this meeting,
reaching our wider partnership of over 100 organisations and key
individuals. In addition once the schools have returned from Easter break
we will supply the ring of Quantock Primary Schools with a copy to send
home with each pupil. This is an important aspect of our communications
reaching the heart of local communities.

You will also have received a copy of our Events Programme for this
year with the meeting papers. This year for the first time we are trying to
make these events provided by the AONB Service self-funding. This is
an experiment and we wait to see if charging affects the level of interest
we receive in these walks. Many have tended to be over-subscribed in
previous years so whether you are interested in the Dawn Chorus with a
Bacon Butty (4.00am start) in early May, sunset on the Summer Solstice
in June or Autumn Glory in November, remember to book early.

The annual AONB Lead Officer and Chairman meeting, arranged
regionally by the National Association for AONBs, took place in March.
JAC Vice Chairman Chris Morgan deputised for the Chairman who was
unavailable and the meeting, held in Bristol, provided an opportunity for
useful networking and discussions on funding, the work of the
Association, MoUs and planning/ development issues.

4 RECOMMENDATION

4.1

The JAC is recommended to:

Note the progress with the Management Plan

Support and Advise on the core funding issues in 2. 2
Note the report

CHRIS EDWARDS
QUANTOCK HILLS AONB MANAGER
April 2008
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To:

From:

Paper B

Quantock Hills Joint Advisory Committee

lain Porter, Development Officer 24 April 2009

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER REPORT

This report covers the reporting period November 2008 — March 2009.

1. Development Officer Resource.

a. Development Officer time has been used to work on existing projects, manage the

SDF, manage 2 staff posts, assist with development of the Delivery Plan and
develop partnership funding bids. Somerset County Council, our host authority, has
from 1 April transferred all financial procedures to a new electronic based system
called SAP. Unfortunately this system has had some teething issues which has
meant that we are unable to pull out all the financial information we require as quick
as we would like.

Interreg 1V bid development. The Quantock Hills AONB Service has entered into a

| partnership project, named SULIS (JAC briefing paper 10 February 2009). The bid

was entered on 3" March 2009 and the Secretariat has requested further information
before the application can go for full submission. A significant amount of time has
been spent on this project and the Development Office and AONB Manager are
continually assessing the resource implication and will pull our involvement if it
becomes too high. For further information refer to para. 3b.

. Western Somerset Local Action Group. The JAC will be aware that the Quantock

Hills AONB Service is a member of the executive for the Western Somerset Local
Action Group. The Executive has been meeting on a monthly basis to draw together
the 2009 Delivery Plan and develop the procedures and paperwork necessary for
people to start applying for funding. The Delivery Plan was submitted to SWRDA in
March and has been accepted (the contract should be issued within the next few
days). | head up the Small Grants Working Group for the Western Somerset LAG
and we are currently awaiting guidance from SWRDA before submitting our
application for this part of the Delivery Plan. JAC members may wish to attend the
Western Somerset LAG launch / small grants workshop which will be 7pm on ot
June (venue to be confirmed).

. The July 2009 Rangers Report will detail the project work (as well as their core

tasks) undertaken by the Rangers during this reporting period on the following
project
I. Habitats & Biodiversity (Ranger, Andy Harris)
ii. Visitor & Interpretation Management (Ranger, Andy Harris
iii. Integrated Access (Senior Ranger, Tim Russell)

2. 2008/09 Project Work.

a. Woodland Management. Woodland Management covers a wide remit of the AONB

Services work. During this period, working with Ranger Andy Harris we have
tendered a project to look at potential woodland management on Cothelstone Hill. It
is hoped that this site can be used as an exemplar of best practice not just for

12



biodiversity / wildlife but also for landscape and economic / woodfuel. Further work
has also occurred with woodfuel both locally and regionally where we are looking to
work with other (such as Silvanus Trust) who are able to access Axis 2 funding from
the RDPE. [Delivering Management Plan Action Point FWAP1, FWAP2]

b. Quantock Arts Project. The JAC will be aware of the huge success of phase 1 of the
Quantock Arts Project (In the Footsteps of the Romantic Poets). We are currently
putting together a funding bid for phase II, which will look to develop the huge
interest through participatory arts based events. We are in discussions with delivery
partners who are better placed to delivery this type of project on our behalf.
[Delivering Management Plan Action Point EAP5]

c. Access Management Grant. The Quantock Hills AONB Service was successful in
applying to Natural England’s Access Management Grant in July 2008 for £20,180
towards 4 projects:

i. Visitor Counter. The AONB Service has installed visitor counters at 12 sites
throughout the AONB. The counters are of various types and can count cars
(magnometer) or people / cyclists (pressure pads). Once installed the visitor
counters can not be seen and will provide hourly counts of people / vehicles.
The counters are placed at strategic locations and will enable the AONB
Service to better assess levels and patterns of use of the AONB. Figures from
the visitor counters will be made available to the JAC once we have sufficient
data. There are a further 2 visitor counters to be installed though we have to
undertake site works to ensure their effectiveness. The counters were installed
by the Development Officer with assistance from Ranger Andy Harris and
volunteers. [Delivering Management Plan Action Point VAPS]

ii. Information & Awareness Boards. This project was looking to develop some
easily identifiable (branded) information boards that could be used by AONB
Service staff or volunteers when at shows or at cars parks. The boards came
as a request from volunteers who would felt they would raise the profile and
make it easier for members of the public to approach them. We have designed
the boards so that they can be used at car parks or at village show / fetes.
[Delivering Management Plan Action Point VAP7]

iii. Cothelstone Hill Access Track. A project to repair the main footpath onto
Cothelstone Hill. The surface of the existing track was beginning to erode
making it in places dangerous to the visiting public. This track is heavily used
as the site is very popular with the local community and visitors alike. The
project has reinstated the track and improved the drainage making the track
more robust than it was originally. [Delivering Management Plan Action Point
VAP6 & ARAPG]

iv. Erosion Monitoring. A partnership project between Quantock and Mendip Hills
AONB. The AMG is funding the training of staff and volunteers to be able to
undertake erosion monitoring of tracks and footpaths. The evidence gathered
will be used when making funding bids for track improvements. [Delivering
Management Plan Action Point VAPS]

d. Somerset Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund. The Quantock Hills AONB Service
was successful in a £10,000 funding bid to the SALSF for the enhancement to the
Drove Track between Triscombe Stone and Crowcombe Combe Gate. This work
was led by the National Trust (landowner) under the direction of the AONB Service.
The work looked to improve the surface and drainage of the track to make it easier
to use by walkers, cyclists and horse riders. Unfortunately there work was
undertaken during a period of bad weather which meant the site was quite disturbed
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but it is now recovering very well. [Delivering Management Plan Action Point ARAP6
& ARAP7]

3. 2009 / 10 Project Development.

a. The 2009/ 10 project plan has yet to be finalised. There are a number of reasons
such as reduced funding from TDBC, core budget not being set and Delivery Plan
not being finalised.

b. The AONB Service has been involved with the Sedgemoor Learning Alliance (SLA)
and has entering into discussions with the potential for further development of the
resources developed from the Quantock Education Project (QEd). There are a
number of national initiatives surrounding outdoor play / learning and it is hoped that
by linking with the SLA and others we will be able to engage with a wider audience
of young people. [Helping to Deliver Management Plan Action Point EAP2 & EAP6]

c. The AONB Service has also met with Tarmac, the current owners of Triscombe
Quarry. This meeting was to gauge Tarmacs intentions with regard to the quarry.
Tarmac has no plans other than to maintain the site (a legal requirement on their
part) but is willing to enter into partnership if other organisations wish to develop the
site. The AONB Service is approaching other partners to see if there is scope for the
site to be developed as a Local Nature Reserve with limited public access. [Helping
to deliver Management Plan Action Point WAP3 & GCAPL1.]

d. There are a number of projects which are currently being developed by the AONB
Service in partnership with other organisations.

SULIS (Sustainable Landscapes, Integrated Solutions). The QHAONB has joined
with 12 English and 6 French partners in developing an INTERREG 1V bid. This bid
was entered into Europe on 3™ March. For the Quantocks the project will undertake
an audit of woodland and hedgerow resource which can be used to develop a
sustainable woodfuel plan. The secretariat has now responded to the initial bid and
we are currently working to provided additional information required which will be re-
submitted 24™ April. This has meant that the project start date will be delayed and if
successful will not start until autumn 2009.

1SW. A regional project to develop off-road cycling from Stage 2 of the RDPE Axis 3
Sustainable Rural Tourism funding. The project involves 14 partners including Sports
England, Forestry Commission, CTC and the SWPLF. The project will enable the
Quantocks to undertake a survey of current provision and to develop information
provision for off-road cyclist already coming to the Quantocks. There may be scope
to develop routes for lower end cyclists (accidentals and casuals).

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The JAC notes the report.
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To:

From:

Paper C

Quantock Hills Joint Advisory Committee

lain Porter, Development Officer 24 April 2009

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND REPORT

1. SDF 2008 - 09

a.

In December 2007 the AONB Service entered it's annual bid to Natural England.
We bid for £100,000 SDF grant for the 2008/09 financial year. In April 2008 we
received confirmation that we have been allocated £61,666.

Through the NAAONB and SWPLF there has been lobbying of Natural England to
ensure that the SDF continued. All protected landscapes have seen the value of
the SDF in on the ground delivery of their own Management Plans as well as
delivery of NE objectives. Through the new funding arrangements NE has
provided funding for SDFs while also increasing the flexibility of budget setting at
a local level.

For the 2008 / 09 year the SDF had received 19 applications and accepted 15 of
these (Table 1). As in previous years the SDF Panel had to priorities which
project would be supported, as demand was greater than the SDF pot.

Chris Edwards awarded two grants under delegated authority, where the
applications were for £1,000 or less.

With the 15 approved applications the SDF had allocated £55,952 with £5,714 left
unallocated. However this year a project, QH/08/01 did not enter a claim
(included in the above figure). This has meant that there is a £5,714 underspend.
This will be claimed as SDF admin to take the AONB claim to £61,666.

AONB Services are able to claim up to 10% of the SDF for administration. The
Quantock Hills SDF has previously tried to allocate the full amount of SDF to
projects rather than administration. This meant that the AONB Service has
administered the SDF on top of core work already undertaken. We are going to
review this policy in light of the new funding agreement with NE.

There has been greater contact with successful applicants this year as a number
required ‘handholding’ to ensure their projects were completed successfully.
Indicative figures show that the Quantock Hills SDF has levered in a further
£197,707 to the area.

2. The SDF Panel.

a.

b.

C.

Ann Guilding, Rural Enterprise Gateway went on maternity leave during March.
We are currently seeking a replacement to represent the business sector.
Currently the SDF panel is made up of three members, David Joslin (representing
the JAC), Ann Guilding (representing business interests) and Mark Anderson
(representing biodiversity). The panel meets once or twice a year and other
communication is via e-mail or post. This has kept the time commitment to a
minimum for panel members and means that applications can be decided quickly
without having to wait for the next panel meeting. This panel has worked well over
the last 3 years and | am keen to keep the same model for the future.

The next SDF panel meeting is 27" April.

3. SDF Reporting . A full report of the 2008 / 09 SDF is currently being compiled for

Natural England. A summarised version of this will be available in the Annual Report,
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however if any JAC member wishes to see a full report please contact the Development
Officer.

4. SDF 2009/ 10

a. The AONB Service has applied to Natural England for a combined grant for the
2009 / 10 year. This combined grant is for Core, Project and SDF budgets. Under
this combined grant the AONB Service allocated £60,000 for SDF projects.

b. At the time of writing Natural England have confirmed the combined grant for the
Quantock Hills AONB. This means that there is £60,000 SDF to allocate for the
coming year.

c. A small number of applications have already come in after the AONB Service
promotion of the SDF. These applications will be assessed at the panel meeting
on the 27" April.

RECOMMENDATION:

The JAC notes the report.

Table 1 Quantock Hills SDF 2008 - 09 Summary

Ref Title SDF Project QOutcome Comments
grant Costs

QH/08/01 | Wildlife Photography £0 £850 Accept Applicant did not claim
Presentations grant

QH/08/02 | Bicknoller Village Hall £250 £4,700 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Enhancements CAPS.

QH/08/03 | Quantock Moods £10,000 £25,000 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:

HAPG6 / CAPS5.

QH/08/04 | Beech Hedgebank £5,000 £6,700 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Restoration FAPA4.

QH/08/05 | Team Building Lydeard £5,842 £11,684 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Farm CAPL.

QH/08/06 | Forest School Annual - - Reject
Insurance

QH/08/07 | Wibble Maze - - Reject

QH/08/08 | Charcoal for Dormice £4,900 £6,914 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:

FWAP2 /| WAP2 | HAP2
/ CAP1/ CAP2.

QH/08/09 | In the footsteps of the £950 £2,830 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Romantic Poets EAP7.
QH/08/10 | St Agnes Well Restoration | £2,025 £3,325 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:

HAP1 /HAP2 / HAP3/
VAP7 /| EAP3/ EAPG /

EAP7.
QH/08/11 | Community Owls Project £5,275 £11,275 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
WAP4.
QH/08/12 | Restoration of Walled - - Reject
Pond
QH/08/13 | Play Area Equipment - - Withdrawn
QH/08/14 | Beech Hedgebank £10,000 £13,488 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Restoration FAP4.
QH/08/15 | Counting in the Quantocks | £1,405 £11,910 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
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VAP3 / VAP7 | ARAP1 /
ARAP2 |/ ARAP6 /
ARAPS.
QH/08/16 | Crowcombe Play Area £3,000 £49,500 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Design CAPS.
QH/08/17 | Kilve Village Hall £3,000 £15,000 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Restoration DAP3 / CAPS5.
QH/08/18 | Somerset Biodiversity £2,500 £32,000 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Officer WAP2 / CAP1 / CAP6 /
EAP6.
QH/08/19 | Woodland Playcentre £1,000 £2,530 Accept Mgt Plan Action Point:
Development CAPS.
TOTALS | £55,952 £197,707
Quantock SDF Budget: £61,666
Quantock SDF Project spend: £55,952

*Total Cost of projects (accepted) £197,707
Quantock SDF Admin:
Quantock SDF Unallocated:

£5,714
£0
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Paper D

Quantock Hills JAC
24th April 2009
PLANNING REPORT

1 Planning Update
1.1 Emma-Jane Preece, Landscape Planning Officer, returned to join the team in

March 2009 following a period of maternity leave. Emma-Jane’s return will see
continued implementation of the recommendations contained in her 2007 report that

looked at the future role of the Quantock Hills AONB in the planning process.

Of the recommendations made in the 2007 report, a number were started and some
fulfilled towards the end of that year. The recommendations are listed in Table 1 below
with an adjacent progress indicator. Before starting maternity leave, Emma-Jane mainly
focussed on developing two key pieces of work:

1.2 Revising the Quantock Hills Landscape Character Ass  essment

As well as updating the mapping and descriptive element of the existing landscape
character assessment (LCA), the revision will take the LCA a stage further through a
detailed landscape evaluation. The evaluation involves assessing landscape quality and
developing landscape strategies to inform, for example, landscape management, agri-
environment schemes, planning policy and development control decisions as well as the
development of guidance documents and position statements. This work will now
continue, to ensure a thorough assessment of the entire AONB landscape, consistent
with the most up to date LCA advice (as outlined in the detailed 2002 report —
‘Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland) which

postdates the original Quantock Hills LCA, prepared in the mid 1990s.

1.3Preparing a Draft Planning Protocol

Emma-Jane has prepared a draft Planning Protocol and is currently awaiting feedback
(from the Planning Officers’ Working Group) in order to make any final changes before
the protocol is agreed and endorsed by Taunton Deane Borough Council, Sedgemoor

District Council, West Somerset Council and Somerset County Council. This document

! Prepared on behalf of The Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage by Professor
Carys Swanwick (Dept of Landscape, University of Sheffield) and Land Use Consultants.
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outlines the roles, processes and procedures involved in dealing with different planning
issues likely to have an effect on the AONB. The Planning Protocol improves
understanding of, and provide a shared and agreed system for, planning related issues
on and surrounding the Quantock Hills. The protocol provides guidance for referral of
planning applications. This outlines which planning applications the AONB Service
would wish to be consulted on and on which it is likely to respond. (broken down under
the sub-headings of residential, agricultural, equine, commercial, infrastructure and

communication, leisure and recreation, minerals and waste, energy, and trees and

hedgerows).
!Il
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